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Do you 
know the 
answer? 
Lyroke 
requires 
users to 
put on 
their lyrical 
thinking 
caps.

classical
andrea bocelli
Passione

Producer: David Foster

Label: Sugar/Verve Music 
Group

Release Date: Jan. 29

Passione reunites Andrea 
Bocelli with David Foster 
following their 2006 
effort, Amore. There are 
no sharp edges here, 
just the world’s most 
popular tenor singing 
internationally beloved 
standards with corner-
bar intimacy, rather 
than La Scala grandeur. 
“La Vie en Rose,” sung 
“Unforgettable”-style 
with the late Edith Piaf, is 
pure pleasure.—Km

soul
Toro y moi
Anything in Return

Producer: Chaz Bundick

Label: Carpark Records

Release Date: Jan. 22

Chaz Bundick used pre-
vious releases as Toro Y 
Moi to explore ambling 
disco-lite motifs. Any-
thing in Return is more 
pop, tightening the 
arrangements without 
shedding the Glo-Fi ap-
peal. Bundick brings his 
vocals to the foreground 
with Beatles-invoking 
harmonies on standout 
“Studies,” though his 
signature hazy affect 
still hovers over the 
album.—sJH

counTry
randy Houser
How Country Feels

Producer: Derek George

Label: Stoney Creek Records

Release Date: Jan. 22

Randy Houser’s soulful 
voice infuses these Delta-
tinged tunes with passion 
and authority, from the 
hit title track and the 
poignant autobiographi-
cal closer “Route 3 Box 
250 D” to the spirited 
romantic anthem “Run-
nin’ Outta Moonlight” 
and the gorgeous power 

ballad “Wherever Love 
Goes,” a duet with Kristy 
Lee Cook.—dep

americana
Kris KrisTofferson
Feeling Mortal

Producer: Don Was

Label: KK Records

Release Date: Jan. 29

At 76, Kris Kristofferson 
spends more than 30 
minutes singing about 
“that old man there in 
the mirror.” With some 
full-bodied exceptions, 
these 10 songs are stark, 
reflective and confes-
sional. Greg Leisz’s pedal 
steel and the world-wea-
ry but still defiant husk 
of  Kristofferson’s vocals 
enhance their moody 
ambience.—GG

rocK
THe Joy formidable
Wolf’s Law

Producers: Ritzy Bryan, 
 Rhydian Dafydd

Label: Canvasback Music/
Atlantic Records

Release Date: Jan. 22

On its 2011 debut, the Joy 
Formidable unloaded 
walls of scuzzed-out, 
Sonic Youth-ian guitar 
mayhem. The Welsh 
noise-rock trio’s latest 
album is every bit as jar-
ring—a sky-lit, grandiose 
affair. Grimy riffs come 
fast and furious, only 
rarely tempered by more-
nuanced, orchestral-
aided decrees.—dH

pop
aaron neville
My True Story

Producers: Don Was, Keith 
Richards

Label: Blue Note

Release Date: Jan. 22
 
The heavenly qualities of 
Aaron Neville soar over a 
dozen doo-wop classics on 
his Blue Note debut. A sup-
porting band provides a sol-
id bottom end to contrast 
his smoothness; rougher 
tracks “Gypsy Woman,” 
“Ting a Ling” and “Money 
Honey” work best. Keith 
Richards’ guitar lines add a 
rootsy spark.—pG

Tegan & Sara’s 
New Beat

Tegan & Sara

Heartthrob

PRoDuCeRS: various

LABeL: Vapor/Warner Bros.

ReLeASe DATe: Jan. 29

CHART HiSToRy: Sainthood 
(2009), No. 21 Billboard 200, 
No. 7 Alternative Albums, 
110,000 sold

Heartthrob is an assured game-changer 
for sibling duo Tegan and Sara Quin. 
Following 2009’s Sainthood, which took 
its tightly wound rock cues from produc-
er Chris Walla, the pair recruited Greg 
Kurstin (Kelly Clarkson, P!nk) to helm 
a synth-pop fantasia. The results are 
often staggeringly positive: First single 
“Closer” effortlessly twirls around its 
aggressively flirtatious refrain; “Drove 
Me Wild” mines the deep reserves of 
M83’s electro-pop fever dreams. Most 
impressively, the Quin sisters maintain 
their sense of identity—they’re still 
powering through broken romances 
and giving into sensory pleasures while 
complementing each other’s vocal 
strengths. —Jl

SEE ALSO:

Spreaker
A radio/
podcast app 
that allows 
users to 
broadcast 
live from 
any location, 
Spreaker 
encourages 
users to “Talk 
to the World,” 
whatever 
their interests 
may be.

MetroLyrics
A fully 
licensed free 
service with 
more than 
160,000 
users, 
MetroLyrics 
has become a 
go-to source 
for lyrics.

Online 
Pianist
A free piano 
tutorial with 
a reservoir 
of classical 
standards 
and popular 
hits, online 
Pianist caters 
to beginners 
and experts 
alike.

Karaoke-Shy? Try Lyroke
Originally a Facebook-only game, Lyroke went 
mobile for both iPhone and Android devices at the 
end of 2012, and touts deals with Universal Music 
U.K., Sony and EMI Music—meaning users can play 
along to songs by Carly Rae Jepsen, LMFAO, One-
Republic and No Doubt, among others. The name 
is an amalgamation of “lyrics” and “karaoke,” and 
the game is for those who want to prove their mu-
sical expertise but lack the confidence to belt out 
their favorite songs in a karaoke bar. Users watch 
music videos and fill-in-the-blank with multiple-
choice lyrics that appear onscreen. Speedy tappers 
and musical aficionados will prevail, but repeat 
plays (or some time alone with the radio) might also 
help one’s score.

Created by London-based social entertainment 
company We R Interactive, which also developed 

the rising football game I AM PLAYR, Lyroke re-
sembles popular app SongPop (which pits users 
against each other guessing song titles from short 
clips) and other apps tangentially related to ka-
raoke. Like the smarter of these games, Lyroke is 
mindful of the fact that on-the-go players aren’t 
likely to sing directly into their phones while com-
muting or killing time.

Lyroke has so far streamed 1 million full-length 
music videos, and encourages users to acquire new 
clips by earning “star points” through gameplay 
or purchasing videos in bundles of $1.99, $4.99, 
$14.99 or $39.99. With in-game purchasing as a 
barrier to advancement, will users end up shelling 
out for additional clips—or drop out after the free 
perks end? The choice all depends on the intensity 
of their silent-karaoke addiction.—lW


